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Enjoy Life Management Team Bios

Scott Mandell, CEO, President and Co-Founder 
 Scott has been President/CEO of Enjoy Life Natural Brands since its inception in March 2001. He was instrumental in all aspects of bringing Enjoy Life to life as he co-wrote the initial business plan, hired employees, built the manufacturing facility, and raised the necessary capital. Scott remains very active in running the business and setting the Enjoy Life culture. 

Previously, Scott worked for eight years (1993-2001) as a commercial lender and relationship manager at American National Bank (Chicago), where he most recently held the title of vice president. His responsibilities included providing financial service solutions to a broad range of privately-held, middle market companies in the Chicagoland area. His position allowed him to interact substantially with entrepreneurial business owners, venture capitalists, and other members of the financial community.

Scott earned a BA from Indiana University (Bloomington) in 1993 with a major in History and a minor in Business. In December, 2000, he earned a MBA degree from the J.L. Kellogg Graduate School of Management at Northwestern University with concentrations in Entrepreneurship & Innovation, Finance, and Management & Strategy.

A rabid sports fan, Scott enjoys life by following his favorite sports teams including the Chicago Bears, the Chicago White Sox and the Indiana Hoosiers.  He recently realized a lifelong dream by attending both a White Sox World Series and a Chicago Bears Super Bowl!  Scott’s other claim to fame is that he qualified for and played in the 2005 World Series of Poker in Las Vegas.
Patricia Marko, Director of Sales 
Patricia is a sales professional with more than a decade of experience in the profitable management of natural and organic brands. Before joining Enjoy Life Natural Brands she was the Director of Specialty Sales for the American Italian Pasta Company, maker of Mrs. Leeper’s gluten-free pasta.
Patricia is passionate about the gluten-free and allergen-free market and is committed to growing this unique category. She has firsthand experience with food allergies and sensitivities as both she and her two children follow a gluten- and dairy-free diet.  Luckily, with attention to their food allergies, she and her children now have excellent health and continue to thrive, illustrating the importance of early diagnosis and proper diet for all who have food allergies and sensitivities. 


A native of Alaska, Patricia now lives in Texas. She earned her BS from the University of North Texas in Speech Language Pathology and Audiology.
Patricia enjoys life by playing on a national WhirlyBall team. What is WhirlyBall you ask?  It’s a unique, wildly fun sport that is best described as a combination of basketball, hockey and jai-alai played while driving an electric bumper car called a WhirlyBug.  Patricia has recruited her husband and best friend to her team and has even challenged the rest of the Enjoy Life team to a match.
Nancy Curby, Director of Marketing 
Nancy is the newest member of the Enjoy Life team, having joined the company as the Director of Marketing in late 2006.  She has more than 15 years of marketing experience in the food industry, having created and built some of the leading food brands in the natural and conventional grocery channels.
Nancy was previously the Director of Marketing for Forkless Gourmet, a natural food company located in Chicago.  As that start-up’s third employee, Nancy played an integral role in creating the Forkless Gourmet brand and market positioning and bringing the product to market via innovative grassroots marketing programs.
Nancy was also the Brand Manager for Boca Burger and was part of the team that built the company to $40 million in revenues prior to its sale to Kraft Foods in early 2000.  Nancy has done marketing stints at Dean Foods where she worked on ice cream and The Pillsbury Company where she worked on brownies (there seems to be a theme here!).  Nancy also has agency-side experience, having worked at GreenHouse Communications in Chicago and Ogilvy & Mather New York.
Nancy earned a BA in English Literature from Princeton University in 1988 and a MBA degree from the J.L. Kellogg School of Management at Northwestern University with concentrations in Marketing and Organizational Behavior.
Nancy’s idea of enjoying life is to pack her bag and passport and hop on a plane to anywhere in the world.  One of her more memorable trips was in early 2005 when she traveled to Thailand to do tsunami relief work in Phuket and then toured the incredible Ankor Wat temples in Cambodia.
Marvin Rea, Director of Operations 

Marv is responsible for overseeing material procurement, scheduling, production and shipping of all Enjoy Life products at our dedicated nut- and gluten-free bakery in Schiller Park, IL.  A walk-on basketball player at Purdue in the 1980's, he fully appreciates the importance of teamwork and uses these skills to run a very efficient and effective production facility.  His positive outlook and team spirit keep the entire Enjoy Life team motivated and on track.

With more than 15 years in the prepared foods business, Marv has successfully built and managed production operations for such leading companies as Kraft and Quaker Oats.  There he was best known for his “make it happen” attitude, which contributed to such accomplishments as reengineering processes to save over $2 million and overseeing the development of a large warehouse facility.

Marv earned a BA from Purdue University in Industrial Management.

Marv enjoys life by spending time with his two sons and by coaching basketball for a traveling 7th- 8th grade team AND a high school team, both from Gary, IN.
Sandy Kasten, Director of Quality Assurance 

As the Director of Quality Assurance, Sandy is responsible for making sure that our dedicated nut- and gluten-free bakery stays that way.  He oversees ingredient and finished product testing for gluten, peanut and other allergens so that consumers can have the added confidence and assurance that all Enjoy Life products are safe to eat.  Sandy is also responsible for overseeing good manufacturing processes and ensuring that all Enjoy Life goodies are consistently delicious and the highest quality possible.
Enjoy Life is Sandy’s second start-up experience, having cut his entrepreneurial teeth at a financial services internet firm.  He brings a broad range of experiences from working at the U.S. Senate to selling industrial supplies to private banking at The Northern Trust Company.
Sandy earned a BA in Business Administration from New England College in 1991.

As an active outdoorsman, Sandy enjoys life by getting back to nature while fishing, hunting critters of all shapes and sizes, playing golf and skiing.
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