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Enjoy Life® Sponsors Durham Bulls’ Peanut-Free Zone

As peanut allergy diagnoses rise, so goes attendance at these special games

SCHILLER PARK, IL, June 24, 2008 – Eight-year-old Tyler Youngberg from Cary is a lucky boy.  Most kids with peanut allergies, like Tyler, can’t attend major or minor league baseball games because of the prevalence of peanuts and peanut shells at stadiums.  But this week, Tyler will be attending his sixth game at Durham Bulls Athletic Park because he’ll be seated in a “peanut-free zone,” which the ballclub, at the urging of his mom, began offering six years ago to its peanut-allergic fans. 
More than three million Americans are allergic to peanuts or tree nuts
, and diagnoses are on the rise.  Individuals allergic to peanuts can have reactions triggered by ingesting foods with peanut as an ingredient, using utensils or eating foods cross-contaminated (i.e. having contact) with peanuts, inhaling dust from open bags of peanuts, and sometimes merely touching a surface where peanuts have been.  Allergic reactions to peanuts can be life threatening.
 “We are thrilled to be able to work with the Durham Bulls each year setting up a ‘peanut-free zone’ game, and especially that Enjoy Life Foods is sponsoring it this year.  For us, it is a wonderful opportunity to see our children enjoy an event that otherwise would not be possible.” says Andria Youngberg, Tyler’s mom and Group Coordinator for NC FACES (Food Allergy Children Excelling Safely), a social and emotional support network for food allergic families in the Greater Raleigh-Durham area.  
Enjoy Life Foods, the country’s leader in great-tasting allergy-friendly foods, will sponsor the Durham Bulls’ sixth “Peanut Free Zone” game on Sunday, June 29, 2008 when Team USA faces the Chinese Taipei at 5 pm.  Enjoy Life Foods will offer free Snickerdoodle cookies to all fans in the “zone”, coupons, information on allergy-friendly eating, and product samples at exits.
(More)
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“Our hope at Enjoy Life is that this special evening will open the door to others who may be missing out on the great American pastime because of food allergies,” says Scott Mandell, President and Chief Executive Officer of Enjoy Life Foods.  “Enjoy Life is dedicated to people with food allergies, and we’ve made it our mission to make great tasting allergy-friendly and gluten-free foods that most everyone can enjoy,” he adds.

“We’re pleased to have Enjoy Life Foods join us with this special promotion to support a peanut-free zone at the June 29th game,“ says Jon Bishop, Assistant General Manager for the Durham Bulls.  ”The space we’ve dedicated will be completely peanut-free, and we’re doing a clean sweep of the area in advance to prevent any cross contamination,” he adds.  

There are 21 delicious products sold under the Enjoy Life brand, including allergy-friendly AND gluten-free soft-baked cookies, snack bars, granolas, trail mixes, bagels, and semi-sweet chocolate chips.  All Enjoy Life Foods products are free of the eight most common allergens
, made in a dedicated nut- and gluten-free facility, certified gluten-free (by the Gluten-Free Certification Organization), and are all-natural, trans fat-free and Kosher.  More than 80 percent of Enjoy Life’s products are vegan with the exception of three products
 that are vegetarian because they contain honey.

Enjoy Life Foods’ products can be found at many Raleigh-Durham area natural food and grocery stores including Lowes Foods, Whole Foods, Wild Oats, Earth Fare, Weaver Street Market, WSM Market and Chatham Marketplace.  Visit www.enjoylifefoods.com for store locations and more.

About Enjoy Life Foods

Enjoy Life Natural Brands, LLC (d/b/a Enjoy Life Foods, LLC (ELF)) was founded in 2001 with the mission of making great-tasting allergy-friendly foods that most everyone can eat freely.  The company launched the Enjoy Life brand in 2002 with a broad product line that is free of the eight most common allergens and gluten-free. To meet the needs of a rapidly growing consumer base, in 2004 the company acquired Perky’s™, a line of gluten- and nut-free cereals. Today, ELF offers 26 different Enjoy Life and Perky’s products that are sold in natural food and select grocery stores throughout the United States and Canada.  Visit www.enjoylifefoods.com and www.perkysnaturalfoods.com for store locations and more.  In September 2007, Enjoy Life Foods was named to Inc. 500 list of the fastest growing privately held businesses in the U.S.  For more information, visit www.enjoylifenb.com.

#  #  #
� Source: Food Allergy & Anaphylaxis Network (� HYPERLINK "http://www.foodallergy.org" ��www.foodallergy.org�)


� The eight most common allergens are wheat, dairy, peanuts, tree nuts, egg, soy, fish and shellfish, which account for 90 percent of all food-allergic reactions in the United States


� Classic Original bagels, Cinnamon Raisin bagels and Sunbutter® Crunch snack bars 
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